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cerned, with every appearance of satisfaction and
contentment.

They had, in fact, a long and friendly talk with
us, with the object in view of making us entirely
leave the Country of the Hurons or at least the Na-
tion of the Bear, as the most wicked of all the tribes,
since it had murdered Estienne Bruslé and good Fa-
ther Nicolas, the Recolet, with his companion; [54]
and had some time before, for a blow, slain eight of
their men. To me in particular, in the way of flat-
Eery and praise, they said that, rather than risk my
life among a Nation so perfidious, they would advise
me to go down to Kébec, at least after having passed
another year here to learn the language perfectly;
and that I would be a great Captain, and the only
one who could speak in their councils. Thus these
brave counsellors gave us advice, with many and
long speeches, to show the friendship they had al--
ways had for the French above all Nations. We re-
plied that we had not come into this Country to act
as interpreters, nor in the hope of getting riches,
nor yet in the hope of becoming one day great Cap-
tains; but that we had left behind our parents, our
means, and all our possessions, and had crossed the
sea in order to come to teach them the way of salva-
tion, at the peril of our lives; that, for the rest, we
were trying and would try so to comport ourselves
that other Nations would have more reason to love
us than to do us harm. In short, we told them that
one day [55] some of our Fathers might stay in their
Country, to instruct them; and that they would have
had them before this, had it not been for their wan-
dering life. They declared that they were well



